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Amber on the Charles Bridge in
Prague, on her 21st birthday

where she made a wish fo find

her love in Prague. Litile did she
know, that was photojournalism »
at the time.
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Amber and Joel's wedding is planned to
take place in summer 2022 with an outdoor

ceremony in the
valley of Bald
Mountain in Sun

Valley, Idaho. Both
Joel and Amber
are undecided
on where they
will live after
matrimony but
they are currently
happy living a
beach-mountain

Amber
threaded into every aspect of her family’'s
life and compares

says that Manhattan Beach is

the community
to the “running
stich,” the iconic
stich used on her
vintage kantha
quilts.

“The running
stitch is a beautiful
metaphor for the
Manhattan Beach

lifestyle in two Ezr;-;:;umt;: th]et
different states. T

quilt’s center
“Right now, and remains
neither of us is one continuous
willing to change stich as it moves
the lives of our all  around the
teenagers to fit blanket in the
our preference,” pattern of a
shares Amber. square,” says
“We will do what Amber, “The
feels right as time This picture of photographic print worn with kisses, shows running Stich
goes by.” Amber with her brother, Gregg, and two-year-old Noah in reminds me
R HER, AR front of the Louvre museum in Paris, France just months that we are all
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will remain living a candle burn for him often. CEER ez ©F US
together in the Photo by Amber Laforet = .mc,,iwldua”y
Tree Section of 2 lsEd

Manhattan Beach. Their Craftsman home
was previously occupied for decades by an
artist who was a sculptor and a painter.

The home’s huge second-level loft with tall
windows now serves as the Head Regal
workspace, a natural-light studio, and a
hangout space for teenagers. “This home is
heaven-sent,” says Amber.

10

Amber’s life has not been without grief.
About 15-years ago on the day after
Thanksgiving, her brother, Gregg, 19,
drowned off the North Shore of Hawaii
when a wave caused by a tsunami on the
other side of the island at low tide struck
him in the back while he stood on the cliff in
front of their family’s vacation rental.
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The Laforeffamily goofing off in the car, where they
spent many hours in between Noah's club soccer games.
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The tragedy provided perspective. “Our
family changed forever, and my children
have been raised with awareness that a
moment can turn tragic in a second,” says
Amber. “They know to not take life for
granted, to live truthfully, lovingly, and in
the moment.”

Perhaps that is why Amber has turned to
blankets. Especially during the pandemic,
it has turned out to be a source of comfort
for so many of her clients. A few years
ago, one of Amber’s friends, the poet Tyler
Knott Gregson, was kind enough to write a
poem that could be stitched into every one
of Head Regal’'s blankets.

Although Amber seemed hesitant to share
her personal story in a magazine article,
she was very enthusiastic about ending the
article with the poem that best describes
her work and life philosophy.

“COVER ME IN STILLNESS,
IN GRACE, IN JOY.
COVER ME, AND FIND
YOURSELF HOME.”

Amber and the kids at Knott's Berry Farm in between rides.
One of their favorite things to do when the kids were little
was go to amusement parks where they held annual passes
and went frequently.

Photo by Amber Laforet

ey

.

P



